
Welcome to the 2018/19 season at Aylesbury Rugby Football Club 

As most of you will be aware - our club suffered the loss of two exceptional friends over the 
summer and as we return from the break, the many happy memories of the times we trained, played or socialised with 
Charlie and Will, will no doubt be the driver behind much of what we do.

I think it’s a given that every single player running out in the magenta and black this season will be playing for more than 
just Aylesbury Rugby Club.

We wanted to create a tribute to Charlie and Will that could be worn on the three new senior playing strips.

Club Captain, Adam Moore describes best how we arrived at the design we did…


“As many of you will know Charlie was very keen on horology with an extensive 
watch collection and plans to study it at university, until he was convinced to take up 
the more complex gemology course. A truly talented young man with potential to go 
far with his passion and talent.

Will (Pinky) was everything a modern day number 9 should be. A lighting bolt pass, 
quick, powerful and tenacious, a leader, a complete team player with brilliance indi-
vidually. He will always be remembered as a classy number 9 despite his constant 
willingness to play all across the back line (and flanker) when needed.

For the eagle eyed out there you’ll notice our watch face has an untraditional design 
with only 15 numbers on it. Charlie and Pinky will never be too far away when 15 lads 
take to the park in magenta and black this season.”


Plans are underway to further celebrate the lives of these two young men and we will 
share those as and when they are confirmed.


I’d like to thank Charlie and Will’s families for the way they’ve included us like an extended family throughout such a 
tough time and hope that we can continue to offer our support in return.


Senior Management Team and Volunteers: 
I’d also like to thank, and introduce your Senior Management Team. The way the whole team rallied to do what was 
required of them over the last couple of months is testament to both their strength and ability and we’re lucky to have 
such committed volunteers giving up so much time to the running of our club.

It’s always dangerous to start thanking people individually, but I feel right to do so on this occasion.

Club Secretary: Derek Spence

Vice Chairman: Gerald Evans

Membership Secretary: Laura Isom

Director of Rugby: Simon Winman

Youth Chairman: Paul Andrews

Director of Communications: Adam Moore


I would also like to thank more generally, the small army of volunteers who look after so many other sections of the club 
and who have continued to do so over the summer, when they might also have enjoyed some time away. 

The club is in great shape and looking forward to getting back to doing what it does best as rugby returns to Ostler’s 
Field. Thank you!


Available Roles: 
On the subject of volunteers - we have some vacancies that need filling.

Most of what we do is done by volunteers but over the years we have had to accept that some jobs are just too big for 
an individual volunteer to manage and have employed someone to perform the role or at least to assist.

The role of Treasurer is a case in point. I don’t think many people are aware of the hours Jez used to put in as Treasurer 
just to keep on top of the workload.

With Jez stepping down at the AGM, we have restructured how we run the day to day finances of the club to lighten the 
load of an incoming Treasurer - but we do still need one for the higher level stuff!

I won’t write a job description here but if you or anyone you know is interested in taking on the role of Treasurer 
- please get in touch. 
I thank Jez for his continued support and efforts during the transition.


We have several other roles available around fund raising, kit shop and kitchen (get in touch if you’d like to help), more 
information about those roles will sent out by our newly appointed Volunteer Co-ordinator, Shona Wright in the next few 
weeks.




Membership: 
Never a dull moment in the membership department and with a new website up and running and quite a few other 
changes now in place, this year is no different.

Laura Isom and Adam Moore have spent an incredible amount of time on this since we began to look at it in 2017 so 
please bear with us as there’s bound to be some teething troubles.

Please take time to read Laura’s welcome to the season where she covers more on this.

Laura Isom can be reached at: lauraisom@aylesburyrfc.co.uk


Your Club! 
As critical as membership is to us as a club, it isn’t enough to cover the costs of running the first class facility 
we enjoy. 
We keep the cost of membership as low as we can and are extremely competitive in relation to other local clubs.

At a time when our neighbouring clubs are charging members to watch their 1st XV play at home on a Saturday and 
asking their minis and juniors to pay for the festivals they attend and their post-match hotdogs, we will continue to use 
our facility to ensure we don’t have to go down those routes.

We will continue to offer our members discounted bar rates and hall hire, use of the grounds, gym and physios.

We will continue to subsidise the cost of our coaches’ RFU training courses and cover the costs of the festivals that our 
minis and juniors enjoy so much, and crucially! We won’t be charging for that all important post-match hot dog!

We are a rugby club and everything we do is driven by that!


We would ask that you do all you can to support our fund-raising events, functions and match days.

We are an inclusive club and most events we put on are open to every section of the club.


Attendances at match days last season improved week on week and it would be great if we could continue that trend 
this season. It doesn’t cost a penny to get in and we can offer seats in a covered stand, pathways around the pitches or 
a warm, friendly clubhouse you can watch from. 

No wellies required!

What better way to spend a Saturday afternoon than to come down with your family and friends for a few drinks, a bite 
to eat and to watch some quality rugby. If you have a player in the minis or juniors, they are welcome to run out as a 
mascot (makes a great birthday treat) or to join our growing gang of ball boys and girls where they can be involved in 
and learn about the game at the same time.

We also have a full events diary for the coming year (see attachment). 

The more we increase Saturday attendances and sell out these events - the more we can invest back into rugby and 
our facility.


Sponsorship: 
We have been fortunate enough through the hard work of Dave James, to secure several new sponsors for the 
2018/19 season (announcements to follow on our web and social media channels shortly) which in turn has al-
lowed us to purchase one junior and three new senior strips. 
A huge thank you, to all of our sponsors for your continued support!

If you’d like to become a club sponsor, please contact Dave James at: sponsorship@aylesburyrfc.co.uk


I’m looking forward to the coming season. The increased numbers at training on a Tuesday and Thursday suggests that 
there’s a hunger in the seniors that will drive competition for places in the 1st XV and a coaching and management set 
up that will ensure that players of all abilities are getting out there on a Saturday and enjoying their rugby.

Our Colts are in better shape than they have been for a few seasons which bodes well for the senior section and I look 
forward to watching our minis and juniors continuing the rise to being amongst the strongest set ups around, under the 
excellent stewardship of our Youth Chairman, Paul Andrews, with constantly growing numbers and ever improving re-
sults.


I also look forward to us continuing to build on our ‘One Club’ ethos - one of the many reasons that Charlie and Will 
were so well known and loved across so many sections of our club.


Yours in Rugby

Paul Milham


chairman@aylesburyrfc.co.uk

07802 607268
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